
 

News Release 
 

VIPAR Heavy Duty Director of Operations Tom Flicek 
Receives GenNext 4 Under 40 Award 

 
CRYSTAL LAKE, Ill. (July 13, 2023) – VIPAR Heavy Duty announced its director of 
operations, Tom Flicek, received the prestigious GenNext 4 Under 40 Award during the 
annual Commercial Vehicle Solutions Network Aftermarket Summit in Boston. 
 
The award, now in its sixth year, honors “young professionals who are striving to make 
a difference and help lead the aftermarket into the future,” according to Trucks, Parts, 
Service, which sponsors the recognition. GenNext, a division of CVSN, is dedicated to 
recruiting, mentoring and educating the next generation of heavy-duty independent 
aftermarket leaders. 
 
“We’re extremely proud of Tom and value his many contributions to our organization and 
our network,” said VIPAR Heavy Duty President and CEO Chris Baer. “For nearly 15 
years Tom has held several cross-functional management positions and is now a 
member of our Leadership Team and director of operations for our Global Parts Network 
brake manufacturing facility and distribution center. We’ve always recognized his skills, 
abilities and strength in inspiring those around him. We’re very pleased the industry 
recognizes Tom and his many talents as well with the GenNext 4 Under 40 Award.”  
 
Flicek joined VIPAR Heavy Duty in 2010 after graduating college. He held leadership 
positions in program management, accounting and I.T. before his current role as 
Director of Operations for the company’s manufacturing and distribution division, Global 
Parts Network. GPN serves the 920-plus VIPAR Heavy Duty and Power Heavy Duty 
distributors across North America through manufacturing brakes and full-line parts 
distribution. 
 



“I’m honored and humbled to receive this great award, and very appreciative to be 
recognized by so many incredible friends and peers in what is the best industry in the 
world,” Flicek said. “I look forward to continuing to grow and give back to the 
aftermarket, especially through mentoring the next generation of leaders – and hopefully 
a future GenNext 4 Under 40 Award recipient!” 
 
For more information on VIPAR Heavy Duty, visit www.vipar.com or email: 
info@vipar.com. 
 
For more information on Power Heavy Duty, visit www.powerheavyduty.net or email: 
info@powerheavyduty.net.  
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About VIPAR Heavy Duty 

VIPAR Heavy Duty is North America’s leading network of independent aftermarket truck parts 
distributors. VIPAR Heavy Duty distributors serve the needs of their customers from more than 700 
locations across the United States, Canada, Puerto Rico and Mexico. VIPAR Heavy Duty distributors 
are specialists who understand the demands of their local, regional, and national customers for 
quality parts and exceptional service. VIPAR Heavy Duty also operates two wholly owned 
subsidiaries, Global Parts Network, LLC and Power Heavy Duty LLC, as part of the VIPAR Heavy 
Duty Family of Companies. VIPAR Heavy Duty is a proud member of NEXUS North America and 
NEXUS Automotive International, a worldwide group of parts distributors committed to bringing a 
global approach to the automotive and commercial vehicle aftermarket industries. For more 
information, visit www.vipar.com. 

For further product information, contact: 
Jeff Paul 
Vice President of Marketing 
VIPAR Heavy Duty 
815-893-5965 
jpaul@vipar.com 
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